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President Barack Obama

The White House

Washington, D. C. 20500
Dear Mr. President:

I beg you not to support holding the Olympic Games in Chicago and under no circumstances to pledge public monies for this purpose.

The benefits of such games, if any, would be minimal, but the detriment to Chicago, and, indeed to the country, would be enormous.  This is a private event that usurps public lands, destroys priceless park land and public resources that we simply cannot afford, especially in these precarious times.     

Olympic Games held in Chicago would disrupt and even displace communities in the very city where you worked as a community organizer.  In many communities, citizens are organizing against these games even though they are pitted against the stronger, much wealthier interests who would be the major beneficiaries.  As more and more people learn the truth about the harm these games would do, however, they are joining in the opposition.  Please support the citizens who understand how, as in so many other cities, hosting Olympic Games would only exacerbate the current economic crisis.  
Chicago barely has the funds to run basic city services.  In a city where badly needed athletic programs for youngsters in the parks and public schools are grossly inadequate, how can we even consider spending precious public funds to underwrite costly private games that only the wealthiest people could afford to attend?   Once we are saddled with even more debt than now, how would we ever afford to maintain and properly staff athletic structures that might be left behind?  These would likely remain as abandoned hulks on our precious parkland.   
Mr. President, I beg you to look at the record and see how even in better times how Olympic Games have worked to the detriment of so many North American cities.  Look at all the associated costs and you will see that these games do not belong in Chicago.  Look at the plans and you will see that nothing enforceable will be promised to communities that badly need housing and jobs.  Please do not let a local politician’s badly conceived plan ruin this city for generations to come.  Please do not make the public pick up the tab for a costly private party that would have ruinous economic and civic consequences.  Please do not support the Olympic Games in Chicago.

Very truly yours, 
