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While the members of Chicago 2016 bid committee were preparing 

their presentation to the roe and waiting for President Obama, four 

Chicagoans were roaming the streets of Copenhagen in order to deliver a 

different message. Tom, Martin, Rhoda and Jason were the represen

tatives of a group called 'NGC'. This group was undertaking their final 

activities in a campaigning coalition that was formed by several citizens 

of Chicago who had come together to oppose the city's 2016 Olympic 

bid. 'NGC's' campaign was launched in January 2009 at a public forum 

about the Chicago 2016 bid, and since then, they had actively opposed 

the idea of bringing the Olympics to Chicago. They organised a series 

of events (including protests and public meetings) across the city of 

Chicago and actively attempted to start a dialogue with Chicago 2016 

and the roe. 
The reasons why NGC were opposing their city's bid were explained in 

their website and leaflets, which they were trying, at any given opportu

nity, to pass to the roe and anyone else interested (NGC 2009a, 2009b). 

Their message was fully in line with contemporary anti-Olympic critiques. 

Tom Tresser, a leading light in NGC, argued that the Games would bank

rupt the city, destroy public parks,; displace poor and working-class fam

ilies from neighbourhoods next to the venue sites, and provide dollars 

to Mayor Daley's political machine, such as to bring the 'destruction of 

independent politics for a generation' . The state, county and city were all 

financially broke and having to cut back on essential services; the Games 

would make money, as they always did, but only for the roe, construc

tion companies, consultants and corporate sponsors. NGC called instead 

for funds to be spent on health clinics, schools, public transit and roads 

and on improving and expanding public parks and services (Tresser 2009). 
In the end, NGC accused Mayor Daley of being utterly corrupt and 

acting with authoritarian and undemocratic behaviour. Most of all, the 
NGC's campaign was aimed at starting a debate, within Chicago, on the 
utility of the Olympic Games, and ultimately to challenge Mayor Daley 
and his 'Machiavellian' practices. NGC suggested that they were repre
senting around half of the Chicago population, which had not approved 
the city's bid and which had never be�n asked about it. 

NGC campaign focused its strategy on two main goals: directly com
municate and try to convince the individual roe members not to vote 
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for Chicago, and to limit the level of Chicagoans public support towards 
the 2016 bid. To achieve these two goals NGC members worked both 
within the Chicago area and abroad. On three separate occasions mem
bers of NGC attempted to meet with roe delegates and present them 
with their arguments as to why Chicago should not be awarded the 
Olympic Games. The first attempt was in April 2009, when the rOC's 
evaluation team came in Chicago to inspect the bid. NGC activists 
attempted to greet the roe delegation on several occasions and dem
onstrated opposite their hotel. That was the first major breakthrough for 
the campaign, as although they did not get the opportunity to address 
the IOC members directly, they did manage to gain the necessary local 
media attention and publicise their main concerns to a wider audience. 
In June of the same year, members of NGC travelled to Lausanne along 
with Chicago 2016, as a counter-delegation to visit the roe headquar
ters. At that visit they delivered their 'book of evidence, a box full of 
documents supporting their claims on 'Why Chicago should not get the 
Games' , to the roe. They successfully managed to meet high-ranking 
officials and requested to meet the roe president himself, to explain 
him their arguments. According to the NGC members, they received 
an assurance that their 'book of evidence' would be distributed to all 
the roe members and would be considered in parallel with the official 
Chicago 2016 bid book. The same three members, along with a fourth 
member who worked simultaneously for Chicago 2016, were the ones 
who visited Copenhagen on the eve of roe decision not to award the 
Games to Chicago. For the final 70 days prior to the roe decision day, 
on 2 October 2009, NGC activists were sending daily newsletters to the 
roe members updating their evidence and facts froµi Chicago. 

In Chicago the NGC members focused their efforts on raising aware
ness about the negative aspects of Chicago 2016 bid and sought to limit 
its public support. Apart from the traditional ways of campaigning
holding demonstrations, forums, open events-the NGC group was 
probably the first anti-Olympic movement that fully utilised what was 
(at that time an emerging) social media. Apart from regularly updating its 
Facebook page, the group utilised Twitter, by posting daily news, stream
ing their events live through Myspace and waged a 'virality' war against 
the official Chicago 2016 campaign over whose news would come up 
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